
KS1 

Opal 
We have had 
loads of fun exploring our     
provision and getting competitive completing 
challenges!   
Jade 
We have been learning all 
about the farm and         
considering which animals 
live there.     
Pearl 
We have been creating our 
‘split face’ self-portraits. We 
could see lots of detail in our 
faces and represent this     
beautifully in our artwork.   

EYFS  

Amber 
We have been creating line drawing 
portraits of ourselves using pencils 
and fine liners. It was lots of fun looking at      
ourselves in the mirror and finding all of the beautiful    
details we could see in our faces.   
Ruby 
We have been using the materials in our 

art area to create our own 
faces. We looked at our     
reflection to examine our facial    
features and chose the materials we 
needed.   

Lower KS 2 

Topaz 
We were all really excited to return to 
school on Monday and have had a fun 
filled first week.  We have written character    
descriptions about Mr Twit (ask us how    
disgusting he is!), we have begun some learning on place 
value in maths and in the afternoons, we have enjoyed 
some fun team building activities.   
Citrine 

This week we have created       
self-portraits in the style of Roy       
Lichtenstein. These portraits will 
allow us to display and celebrate 
the diversity in our school      
community and our fantastic art 
skills.    
 

Emerald 
This week pupils have developed teamwork 
skills in all manner of situations. It has been 
wonderful to see pupils communicate        
respectfully and effectively. They are seeing 
the contribution teamwork makes to 
their  success. The photographs 
show teams building homes for the 
‘Ecky Thumps’ who live on the 
school field. Mr Whalen was most 
impressed!   

Upper KS 2 

Amethyst 
This week, Amethyst have 
looked at the word ‘respect’. 
We discussed how we can 
show respect to ourselves, others, learning and     
environment. Minsa had some amazing        
contributions.   
Tanzonite 
This week we have started our new 
book ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’. The 
children have enjoyed coming up 
with vocabulary to describe Mr 
Tom. We also use drama to act out 
the vocabulary.   
Sapphire 
This week we have created split face self-
portraits.  These beautiful pieces of artwork  
portray each of our ‘inner’ 
and ‘outer’ selves and have 
helped us to understand 
and celebrate the diversity 
within Sapphire class.   

9th September 2022 

Welcome 

It has been wonderful to welcome the children and families back to Alt Academy this week. 
The children have returned with fantastic attitudes to learning, have settled amazingly well in 
their new classes and behaviour has been out of this world! We really are so proud and can’t 
wait for an exciting, action packed year of learning and memory making.    



Star of the Week 

Well done to this weeks stars of the week.            

Principal Award: Teddie - For an amazing start to the year. Teddie has blown us away with how quickly 
and confidently he has settled into Year 3.  

Amber Ensley   For using beautiful manners and being a super role model.   

Ruby Imani   For being so polite and a super role model to others.   

Opal Zara   For being so mature and helpful as she settles into Year 1.   

Jade Eiliyah   Being a great friend and trying her best.   

Pearl Kyle   For a great start to the year and being a fantastic role model.    

Topaz Daud   For being a shining example to everyone in Topaz class.   

Citrine Hafsah   For a brilliant start to the year and being a fantastic role model for the class.    

Emerald Sani   For making a fantastic start to the year. Sani has been ready to learn, shown wonderful 

Amethyst Minsa   For being a respectful member of the class.   

Tanzonite Olivia   For settling into her new class and always having a huge smile on her face.   

Sapphire DJ   
For settling into his new class so well and sharing lots of amazing facts about our new 
World War Two topic.   

Music   

Oldham Music Service will be delivering specialist music lessons to all children from 
Nursery to Year 6 this year. Children in Early Years will enjoy ‘Tune into Talking’ 
sessions, whilst KS1 will take part in musical instrument and singing tuition with Mrs Preen. Years 

3 & 4 will be learning to play the ukulele and Years 5 & 6 will be learning to play brass instruments. This is 
an  amazing musical offer and we can’t wait to see music skills progress over the year. All 
children will have a chance to perform to an audience over the year and we hope that we 
will have some budding musicians playing in our weekly celebration assemblies soon!    

PE and Swimming  

All children will receive TWO specialist PE sessions a week this year.  Manchester City will be    
delivering one session, and Oldham Sports Development the second session. This is an amazing  
opportunity and we can’t wait to see the children’s skills and fitness progress.   

Year 5 children will be swimming every Thursday afternoon during the Autumn term. In  
January, Year 4 children will begin swimming sessions. All children are required to take part 
in the swimming sessions and will need a costume or trunks, swimming cap and towel.     
Becoming a confident swimmer is essential and achievable for all children – I am sure they will love the     
lessons.   Lessons start on Thursday 15th September.  

PE kits need to be brought to school on PE days (every Tuesday and Thursday).  

Forest School   

Every child from Reception to Y6 has taken part in a ‘mini forest school’ session this 
week.   

This will continue weekly over the autumn term, providing children with a space to    
develop their collaboration skills, confidence, curiosity and creativity. 



 

Attendance 

Improving attendance is one of our main priorities this year. The year has got off to a 
super start and compared to last year, we have seen some improvements already! We 
want every child to be successful at school – and this doesn’t happen when children 
don’t come in. The children that reach their full potential attend every day. We have a 
new attendance policy, which is available on the website. The link to view the policy is here:  https://

www.alt.theharmonytrust.org/serve_file/7678007                                                                  

Holiday dates are on the website too, they can be found here:  https://www.alt.theharmonytrust.org/

serve_file/4750224  Please don’t book a holiday during term time as it will not be authorised. 

Children whose attendance is 97% or above at the end of the school year will be rewarded with a special 
‘Funday Celebration’. Last year, the ice-cream man visited and the children spent the afternoon playing 
exciting team games on the field. It was a very well deserved treat!   

 

 

 

                           

Morning Routines   

The changes to the morning routines have been working well this week. Thank you for your support with 
this. Just to recap:  

The gates open at 08:30am for early morning activities. Children will go to either Breakfast Club (KS2 
hall) / Wake and Shake (KS1 hall) or Story Time (Pavilion). Classroom doors open at 08:45am. You are   
welcome to leave your child at one of the three activities, however they must remain at that activity until it 
finishes. Children can’t wonder between activities. If your child isn’t taking part in an activity, an adult does 
need to stay with them until the classroom door opens. Adults are very welcome to join in with activities – 
the more the merrier!   

Uniform  

School jumpers and cardigans are now supplied online at                                                                
https://ahyde.co.uk/search?q=alt+academy&options%5Bprefix%5D=last  

Children can also wear a royal blue jumper or cardigan without a school logo. These can 
be purchased, at a much cheaper price, from any supermarket or uniform shop.    

https://www.alt.theharmonytrust.org/serve_file/7678007
https://www.alt.theharmonytrust.org/serve_file/7678007
https://www.alt.theharmonytrust.org/serve_file/4750224
https://www.alt.theharmonytrust.org/serve_file/4750224
https://ahyde.co.uk/search?q=alt+academy&options%5Bprefix%5D=last


Behaviour 

We have launched a very exciting behaviour reward system this week.  
Children now earn ‘Didi-Dot’ stickers or move to ‘GOLD’ on their class  
traffic light system for wonderful learning or super behaviour choices.    
Children can also win ‘Golden Tickets’ for outstanding learning or behaviour. The children have 
thought of lots of ways to celebrate winning ‘Golden Tickets’, including extra playtimes, trips to 
the park, lunch on a special ‘reward table’ in the hall, time with the chickens or a Forest School 

session. These are all super ideas!   

At the end of the year, we have 10 places on a special stadium and meet the players tour of Manchester City. 
This will be awarded to children who have demonstrated outstanding behaviour all year.    

Parent Forum 

We will soon be hosting an ‘Academy Visit’. This will be an opportunity for the CEO 
of The Harmony Trust, Mr Hughes and the Director of Education, Mrs Hainsworth to 
spend the day at our amazing school, meet with parents and spend time with the 
children and staff. During the visit, we will be holding a Parent Forum. This is an   
opportunity for parents to share their views and shape the future of the school. If you would like to join the    
Parent Forum, please let Ms Jordon or Miss Wood know – everybody is very welcome.   

Diary Dates 

23rd September – Parent Forum   

17th – 20th October – Parent’s Evening sessions  

20th October – Last day of half term for children  

31st October – First day of half term  

Family Support  

The food baskets were available everyday outside of school over the summer         
holidays. It was great that so many families and community members were able to 
access this and we thank Miss Wood for her commitment, in her own time, to provide 
this level of support. Miss Wood will continue to collect food every evening from the 
Co-op over the autumn term and stock the food trolley each morning. This is availa-
ble from 08:30am on a first come, first served basis.   

Our Family Support Team are here to support YOU. If you need any help or support, 
please let us know. Ms Smedley is ‘meeting and greeting’ on the gate every morning and Mrs Rafiq is with us 
two and a half days a week. You can also contact the team on 0161 260 0622. Ms Smedley and Mrs Rafiq 
can help with housing, benefits, employment, training, school applications etc. They can also support you with 
parenting challenges around routines, managing behaviour, toilet training, encouraging healthy eating etc. All 
work is confidential and very supportive.  








